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The Bulletin 
Statewide Vision Resource Centre 

Number 3 Monday 5th March 2012 

This issue was edited by Deb Lewis and Lyn Robinson, Statewide Vision Resource Centre. 

Professional Development Activities for Term 1-2, 2012 

Proposed: Professional Reading Group – 3.30-4.30pm (see below for information) Wed 7 March 

Visiting Teacher Professional Learning Day – Term 1 – see issue 1 for flier Tue 13 Mar 

Dot Power – Literacy-based activities for braille readers from pre-school to grade 3 Tues 20 Mar 

Educational Support for Vision Impaired Students with Additional Impairments for 

teachers, aides, therapists, parents/care-givers and VTs who support vision impaired 

students who have additional impairments (max: 60) 

Tuesday 1 

May 

Skill Power Workshops 
9.30-11.00 PD by request  

11.30-1.00 PD by request  

1.30-3.30 iPad User’s Group Lyn Robinson, SVRC  

Wednesday 2 

May 

Skill Power Workshops 
9.30-11.00 BrailleNote for absolute beginners Lea Nagel, SVRC  

11.30-1.00 JAWS for absolute beginners Garry Stinchcombe, SVRC  

1.30-3.30 Braille Maths for beginners Lea Nagel, SVRC  

Wednesday 

16 May 

Including Students who are Blind or Have Low Vision in Physical Education 

Programs presented by Charlie Roberts, SVRC  

Friday 18 

May 

Art4Kids with VI? presented by Michael Donnelly, SVRC Tue 22 May 

The program including more professional development opportunities for terms 2, 3 and 4 in 2012 is 

available at: http://www.svrc.vic.edu.au/Acalendar2012.doc 

PD at SVRC by Video Link!! 
The SVRC has a new, state-of-the-art video conferencing set-up and we have started using it for 

meetings with “remote” students, schools and VTs. If any of your school personnel would like to 

attend ANY of our PD days by video conference, please get in touch. We could even send out 

materials before-hand including masks to simulate vision impairments. All they need is a video 

conference set-up at their end. 

Inside This Issue   
1 Professional Development 2012, PD at SVRC by Video Link!! 

2 National Year of Reading, Victorian Premier‟s Reading Challenge 

3 New Version, New Features: ZoomText 10, Victor Reader, Blindness and hallucinations 

4 Game On: All Abilities Try Day, Using Social Media: Guide for DEECD Employees in Schools 

5 Vision Impairment and iPad Apps 

6 VisionSim app for Android and iPhone, Android book reader: Darwin Book Reader, South Korea 

Plans to Withdraw Printed Textbooks from Schools by 2015 

7-8 News from the Children‟s Mobility Service at GDV, Young Blind Citizens: Multicultural 

Launch, Paralympic Talent Search 
9 JAWS: Useful Links and Resources, French Dictionaries 

10 News from Humanware, SVRC Professional Reading Group, SPEVI 2013-Call for Presentations 

11 SVRC PD, Support Skills News: Art,  

12-13 Support Skills Staffing, Braille Evening Classes Have Begun, Student News, Staff News 

http://www.svrc.vic.edu.au/Acalendar2012.doc
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National Year of Reading 
As we have mentioned in previous editions of the Bulletin, 2012 is the National Year of Reading. 

Schools and local communities will be celebrating the year with lots of fun activities.  

Here are some things you can do to be a part of National Year of Reading: 

 Share a book with your child for 10 minutes a day  

 Restore some of that work-life balance by taking a break with a book at lunchtime  

 Get together with friends to read and talk about your favourite books  

 Incorporating a reading hour in the school week  

 Join your local library.  

The National Year of Reading website has voice output powered by ReadSpeaker. This program 

provides websites and mobile apps with a speech engine that turns text on the screen into speech.  

Find out more at The National Year of Reading 2012 website at http://www.love2read.org.au/ 

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 
Adapted from: S069-2012 Opening of the 2012 Victorian Premiers‟ Reading Challenge with the 

Launch of the National Year of Reading on 14 February 

 

The opening of the 2012 Victorian Premiers‟ Reading Challenge (the Challenge) was announced by 

the Premier in conjunction with the launch of the National Year of Reading at the State Library on 

14 February 2012. 

 

The Challenge is an annual event open to all Prep to Year 10 students in government and non-

government schools.  It promotes the importance of reading among students in Victorian schools. 

The Challenge also extends to those who register as home-based readers and encourages families 

and parents to be more involved with their children's reading in and beyond school. 

 

The 2012 Challenge booklists have been expanded and cater for all types of interest, with fiction, 

non-fiction, plays, poetry, short stories and graphic novels included.  Students may also read books 

in other languages. 

 

A copy of the Premier‟s letter to parents to encourage participation is attached and is available for 

download at: http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc/parents 

 

Last year, Victorian students broke all previous Challenge records, with 222,000 participants 

reading more than four million books. With 2012 being the National Year of Reading, there has 

never been a better time for students to be inspired by the Challenge and to discover the magical 

power of books. 

 

The National Year of Reading 2012 is a collaborative project joining public libraries, government, 

community groups, media, commercial partners and the public to encourage the promotion of 

reading and literacy.  

 

Register for The Challenge at: http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc now. The Challenge ends on 10 

September 2012. 

 

The Age, as official media partner of the Challenge, will print the 2012 booklist on 26 February 

2012. 

http://www.love2read.org.au/
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc/parents
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
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New Version, New Features: ZoomText 10 
Adapted from: LiveWire4Education, February 2012 

 

ZoomText 10 has some great new features that users might find rather useful! 

 

ZoomText Recorder allows users 

to convert text from documents, 

webpages, email etc into audio 

recordings that can then be 

transferred to mobile devices. 

Recordings can also be saved directly to a ZoomText Recorder playlist in iTunes or Windows 

Media Player and automatically synced to your mobile device. 

 

ZoomText Background Reader allows users to listen to documents, webpages, email etc while 

simultaneously performing other tasks. Select the text you want to listen to and press the 

Background Reader hotkey. Background Reader begins reading the text while you go about other 

work. At any time you can pause and resume reading and skim forward and backward by word or 

sentence. 

 

ZoomText Camera feature allows users to capture images with any high-definition (HD) webcam 

to view and magnify printed items and other objects via computer screen including text books, 

magazines, photographs, craft items etc. Simple controls allow you to quickly zoom in and out, 

choose between full and high contrast colours, and switch between Full and Split screen views 

where you can see the camera image and your Windows desktop at the same time. 

 
Sydney: Tel (02) 9479 3100; info@quantumrlv.com.au 
Melbourne: Tel (03) 9545 4100; vic@quantumrlv.com.au  

Victor Reader: Stratus and Stream  
The VR Stratus is Humanware‟s new generation of digital talking book, CD-based player. All 

Victor Reader Stratus models feature large tactile high-contrast keys, a built-in speaker and 

headphone jack, self-voicing controls, and includes rechargeable battery and carry handle. Various 

models are available including the Stratus12 models with a telephone-style number pad for 

navigation to specific pages in highly structured publications such as reference and text books. 

 

Marked down prices till June 2012:  

 VR Stratus Basic (CD-only): normally $445; discount to $395  

 VR Stratus M (multi-media), which takes SD cards, USB sticks (thumb drives) and has TTS, as 

well as playing CDs: normally $475; discount to $425  

 VR Stream (the hand-held version): normally $475; discount to $425 

 

VIC, SA, WA, TAS: Ramona Mandy Tel (03) 9686 2601; Ramona.mandy@humanware.com 

NSW or QLD: Sam Taylor Tel: (02) 8094 1257; sam.taylor@humanware.com 

Blindness and Hallucinations 
Neurologist and author Oliver Sacks discusses Charles Bonnet syndrome – when people with vision 

impairments experience lucid hallucinations. He describes the experiences of his patients and walks 

us through the biology of this under-reported phenomenon.  

 

To watch the video clip, visit:  

http://www.ted.com/talks/oliver_sacks_what_hallucination_reveals_about_our_minds.html 

mailto:info@quantumrlv.com.au
mailto:vic@quantumrlv.com.au
mailto:Ramona.mandy@humanware.com
mailto:sam.taylor@humanware.com
http://www.ted.com/talks/oliver_sacks_what_hallucination_reveals_about_our_minds.html
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Game On: All Abilities Try Day 
When: Sunday 4 March 2012 

Time: 11:00 am and 5:00 pm 

Where: Dandenong Showgrounds located in Bennet Street Dandenong and easily accessible from 

Yarraman Railway Station via the East Link Walking and Cycling Track and Dandenong railway 

station (more information on the flier) 

Cost: Free 

 

This is a Free Come and Try Day with a huge range of recreation and sporting activities for people 

of all ages and abilities to try out including: Australian Rules Football, Badminton, Balloon 

Football, Basketball/Wheelchair basketball, Bocce, Callisthenics, Chess, Cricket/Blind 

Cricket, Cycling, Fencing, Netball, Skating, Soccer, Squash, Table Tennis/Swish, Tennis, 

Volleyball, Weightlifting, Yoga, Zumba etc. 

 

So, what are you waiting for? Come along to Game On 2012, and have a go at any of the many 

activities available. This year there will be Swish, Blind Cricket and Blind Archery for you to try 

out your skills. Who knows, you could be a budding William Tell with a bow and arrow in your 

hand or a prospective Sir Donald Bradman. 

 

Blind Sports Victoria will have an information stand on site and they would be more than happy to 

help you get involved in sporting and recreation activities. The Victorian Blind Cricket Association 

will also have an information stand on site with blind cricket merchandise available as well experts 

who will guide you in the right direction and help you to get involved in blind cricket. For more 

information, see the flier: 

http://www.greaterdandenong.com/Resources/SiteDocuments/sid1_GameOnLo.pdf 

Using Social Media: Guide for DEECD Employees in Schools 
Source: S026-2012 Using Social Media: Guide for DEECD Employees in Schools  

 

The Using Social Media: Guide for DEECD Employees in Schools (Guide) aims to assist school 

employees to understand what is in existing legislation, policies, instruments and guidelines and 

how these apply to social media. The Guide includes three flowcharts that describe practical actions 

that principals and teachers can take to: 

 Respond to online incidents of inappropriate behaviour affecting students 

 Remove inappropriate content from a website, Facebook or other social media site, and 

 Access legal and wellbeing support for online incidents affecting school employees. 

 

The Guide provides practical information about recommended standards of behaviour in the context 

of social media tools, rather than specific technologies or detailed policies and procedures. The case 

studies are designed to provide a basis for discussion with Department employees in schools, to 

consider how their behaviour on social media sites may affect both their personal and professional 

standing in the community. The Guide is complemented by the Things to Consider when 

Establishing a Social Media Profile section. This explains the features available within social media 

tools and provides information for school employees in their use of social media tools. 

The Guide is now available publicly through the Learning On Line website at: 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/management/lol/guides/sm/default.htm 

 

A PowerPoint presentation that may assist schools to use the Guide as a professional learning tool 

with their staff is available at 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/management/lol/proflearn/default.htm  

http://www.greaterdandenong.com/Resources/SiteDocuments/sid1_GameOnLo.pdf
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/management/lol/guides/sm/default.htm
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/management/lol/proflearn/default.htm
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Vision Impairment and iPad Apps 
Source: RIDBC Renwick Centre http://vifamilynetwork.org.au/resources/ipad-apps/ 

The following list of useful iPad apps for vision impaired children was put together by Christine 

Roman-Lantzy, author of „Cortical Visual Impairment: An approach to assessment and 

intervention‟. There are no links for each app, but a simple search on the apple app store will find 

them. 

 Fireworks! by misoft.com 

App starts with a black screen. Tap the screen and fireworks of various shapes and colours light 

up where you tapped. 

 LED Light Box by Greg Gineys 

Turn your iPad into a portable Light Box. The screen can be used in Bright White light mode 

and red light mode. Place translucent objects on the iPad screen for students to view. 

 Interactive Alphabet by Piikea St. LLC 

This app is an interactive and colorful flashcard system. Students tap on a letter, hear the phonic 

sound, and have an animation play with sound when tapping on the picture related to that letter. 

For example, for the letter X, a xylophone is the picture. Students can play the xylophone by 

tapping the different keys of the instrument on the screen. 

 ColorPlay by Tony Huynh 

This app is an interactive coloring experience for kids. Kids can load colouring sheets, tap once 

in the region they want colour, and tap the colour they want from the palette and the region fills 

with the selected colour. After the kids have finished colouring in their picture, they can tap the 

„play‟ button to animate their coloured-in creation. 

 Glow Draw! By Indigo Penguin Limited 

This is an app that allows you to draw onto black backgrounds or your own loaded pictures. The 

app will whiten the areas on the screen that you trace your finger over. 

 EyeXam by Global EyeVentures, LLC 

This app is developed by two eye doctors and includes test for colour perception, astigmatism, 

eye dominance, and tests for visual acuity. Also includes a section on eye anatomy and eye 

conditions. 

 The Cat in the Hat by Oceanhouse Media 

This Dr. Seuss favourite is now in iPad e-book format. This e-book includes professional 

narration, background audio and enlarged artwork. There are 3 reading modes where the child 

can have it read to them with words highlighted as the text is being read. The child can read for 

themselves and „flip‟ their own pages. Or the book can be played like a movie, where the pages 

turn automatically after the text on the page is read. Also the colour red used in the original 

illustrations could help visual attention if red is the colour preference of the child with CVI. 

 Sound Touch by SoundTouch 

This app is simple in design and is great for symbol to real photograph concept development. 

The app opens right into the activity without a main menu to navigate. 6 categories are 

presented: animals, wild animals, wild birds, vehicles, musical instruments and household. Each 

category has 12 items displayed with bright cartoon representations. Tap a cartoon picture and a 

real life photo of the item pops open accompanied by the sound it makes. Each cartoon picture 

has 4 different real life photos attached to it. 

 iGlow Paint by E-apps 

This app loads a black background. The user selects the width and colour of the brush. The 

image or words are traced out as the user‟s finger is dragged around the screen. 

http://vifamilynetwork.org.au/resources/ipad-apps/
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VisionSim App – iPhone or Android 
 

Braille Institute‟s VisionSim app for Android was developed to allow people with healthy vision to 

experience the world through the eyes of a person experiencing one of four degenerative eye 

diseases: macular degeneration, diabetic retinopathy, glaucoma and cataracts.  Using touch-screen 

controls, the user can select one of the four simulators to replicate the symptoms of that particular 

disease. The application uses the camera in the iPhone or Android to allow the user to see the world 

through digital filters simulating the symptoms and experience of the disease. Using sliding touch-

screen controls, the user can manipulate the severity of the symptoms. The real-time still images 

can be saved by the camera and stored for later review, or to be shared.  

 

Visit: https://market.android.com/details?id=com.BrailleIns.App  

Android Book Reader: Darwin Reader 
Source: http://www.darwinreader.com 

 

Darwin Reader is the first accessible Android book reader designed specifically for blind, low 

vision, and print disabled users. The app fully supports DAISY formatted audio and text books, and 

directly integrates with Benetech Bookshare to make downloading books amazingly simple. 

 

Read books using your preferred interface. For blind and low vision users, the app is completely 

navigable with the arrow keys. All menus are fully vocalized. Users with dyslexia and other print 

disabilities can quickly navigate by tapping the stylized graphics on the screen. 

 

Darwin Reader allows users to change the font and background colour, text size, font spacing, voice 

speed, punctuation speech, etc. As the book is read aloud, the text is highlighted in a large, coloured 

font. Quickly skip to the next paragraph, sentence, or even a single word. Select a word, and look it 

up using Dictionary.com and Wikipedia.org. Download books directly to phone or tablet or transfer 

a DAISY book to the player from a computer.  

South Korea Plans to Withdraw Printed Textbooks from 
Schools by 2015 
Source: JakartaGlobehttp://www.gizmag.com/south-korea-digitize-textbooks-2015/19109 via ABF 

Update February 2012 

 

The South Korean ministry of education has announced a ground-breaking plan to digitize all 

textbooks which are in use in Korean schools and completely phase out printed materials by 2015. 

This opens a huge market for the manufacturers of tablet PCs, laptops and smartphones as the 

Korean education ministry has revealed it will spend US$2.4 billion on buying appropriate devices 

and digitizing content for them. 

 

The Korean government‟s “Smart Education” scheme will see the creation of a cloud computing 

network in order to allow students to access digital textbooks and store their homework so it can be 

accessed via any internet-connected device, including tablets, smartphones, PCs and smart TVs. 

The plan also includes introducing more online classes from 2013 so that students who are sick or 

unable to attend school due to weather conditions will be able to participate in virtual classes. 

 

Editor’s note: I wonder when Australia will go the same way… 

https://market.android.com/details?id=com.BrailleIns.App
http://www.darwinreader.com/
http://www.thejakartaglobe.com/technology/south-korea-to-do-away-with-printed-textbooks/450131
http://www.thejakartaglobe.com/technology/south-korea-to-do-away-with-printed-textbooks/450131
http://www.thejakartaglobe.com/technology/south-korea-to-do-away-with-printed-textbooks/450131
http://www.gizmag.com/tag/tablet/
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News from the Children’s Mobility Service at GDV 
The following news was sent to us by Dean Johnston, Manager CMS 

A Note from the CEO at G uide Dogs Victoria  

Since joining Guide Dogs Victoria in late 2011, I have spent a lot of my time getting to understand 

how our client service programs are run and the impact they are having to the lives of blind or 

vision impaired Victorians.  I recently attended one of our children‟s camps, where I had the 

opportunity to spend time with a group of 13 inspirational teens and to hear about their experiences, 

challenges and hopes for the future.  Attending our children‟s camp was personally rewarding, but 

also enabled me to experience first-hand the tangible difference our children‟s programs and 

services are making in the community 

Guide Dogs Victoria has an exciting future ahead, and I am personally committed to ensuring our 

organisation invests in expanding our valued children‟s services in 2012. A key part of our future 

development is to further strengthen our existing relationships that we have with professional 

groups and organisations such as Visiting Teachers from the Department of Education. Ensuring 

our referral pathways into our children‟s services continue to work effectively through meaningful 

collaboration and support, and a focus on continuous improvement will underpin the work 

undertaken by our highly capable and committed children‟s services team. 

I look forward to further enhancing our positive relations in 2012, and working together to provide 

valued services to blind and vision impaired Children in Victoria. 

Karen Hayes, Chief Executive Officer 

Guide Dogs Victoria Upcoming  Camps and Programs  

The next Junior Program is themed “Shop „til you drop – 3D” and runs from April 2 to 5. The 

program will be based at the Guide Dogs Victoria campus in Kew and some of the planned 

activities include: 

 Visiting corner stores, local shops, shopping centres and Melbourne CBD 

 Eating out at restaurants 

 Role playing shopping situations 

 Planning, preparing and staffing a camp shop 

 Self-advocacy skill development, relating to shopping, communication, assertiveness and 

seeking assistance 

 Using public transport and practicing road crossing skills 

 Money handling 

 

The next Senior Program this year will be run from July 2 to July 6. A venue has not been 

confirmed as yet but it will be somewhere in regional Victoria. In previous years the program has 

been based in Halls Gap, Bright, Phillip Island and Echuca. 

The September Junior program is scheduled for September 24 to 27 and is based at the Guide Dogs 

Victoria campus in Kew. The theme of the program hasn‟t been decided as yet so if you have any 

ideas please let us know. 

New CMS team member  

Hi my name is Paula Foote and I have made an exciting transition from my role as Guide Dog 

Mobility Instructor to now working as an Orientation and Mobility Instructor with the great team in 

the Children‟s Mobility Service at Guide Dogs Victoria. As a Ballarat resident I am looking forward 

to providing Orientation and Mobility skills for children and young adults in Western Victoria. My 

region spans from Melton through to the South Australian border incorporating southern areas such 

as Geelong, Portland and Warrnambool. I will also be travelling north to Bendigo. I hope to meet all 
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the Visiting Teachers in my region in the coming months, so please feel free to contact me to 

arrange a meeting.  

Other team ne ws 

Alicia San Martin from the CMS team and Natasha Sikman from the Centre for Vision 

Independence will commence maternity leave shortly and both intend to return to GDV. 

Lil Deverell an O&M in the CMS team has taken one year‟s leave of absence from GDV to work 

on her Ph.D. Lil is working at the Centre for Eye Research Australia (CERA) on the bionic eye 

program. 

For further information about the Children‟s Mobility Service please don‟t hesitate to contact any 

member of the CMS team. 

Team contact details  

Dean Johnson (Manager)  9854 4506 

Rachel Morgan (Team Leader) 9854 4469 

Darren Moyle    9854 4521 

Laura Hunt    9854 4547 

Simon McDonald-Kerr  9854 4520 

Paula Foote    9854 4419 

Angela Reynolds (Wangaratta) 0417 356 029 

 

Please have a look at the Guide Dogs Victoria website for more news and information about what‟s 

happening at GDV. 

Young Blind Citizens Victoria: Multicultural Lunch 
Join Young Blind Citizens Victoria to celebrate Multicultural Week with an extravagant lunch – 

bring along a dish from a particular culture of your choosing! Games from different cultures will be 

included as well, if you have a game you would like us to play, bring it along! 

When: 17
th

 March 2012, 12:30-3:30pm 

Where: Charlie Bradley Cricket Pavilion, 454 Glenferrie Rd Kooyong (enter via 3 Talbot Cres.) 

Cost: There is no cost for this event 

BYO: Drinks (& lunch of course!) – no alcohol 

Getting there: Train Glen Waverley line (Kooyong Station), Tram Number 19 on Glenferrie Rd. 

RSVP date: 14
th

 March 2012 

Further information and RSVP to: Brooke Carter on 0466 309367 

Paralympic Talent Search 
The Australian Paralympic Committee will be holding a Paralympic Talent Search in Albert Park 

on Saturday the 24
th

 of March for all athletes with a physical, vision or intellectual disability. The 

objective of the Toyota Paralympic Talent Search Program is to identify people with physical 

disabilities, vision impairments or intellectual disabilities who display the athletic potential to one 

day make it to Paralympic level competition. A secondary goal is to help introduce people with 

disabilities to enter into regular sport and physical activities.  

 

When: Saturday 24
th

 of March 

Time: 10:00am until 1:00pm  

Where: Melbourne Sports and Aquatic Centre (Aughtie Drive, Albert Park) 

 

Pre-registration for participants is essential – please contact Jacob Hardiman, Development 

Coordinator Vic/Tas for further information and forms:  

Tel (03) 8633 9000; Jacob.Hardiman@paralympic.org.au  

mailto:Jacob.Hardiman@paralympic.org.au
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JAWS: Useful Links and Resources 
Collated by Garry Stinchcombe, February 2012 

 

SVRC Reference Sheets:  

http://www.svrc.vic.edu.au/RS.shtml  

 Windows 7 without the mouse by Lea Nagel, June 2011 (Word file)  

 Windows XP without the mouse by Lea Nagel, May 2006 (Word file)  

 

Access to All training on the Freedom Scientific website: 

http://www.freedomscientific.com/training.asp  

 

Specific JAWS Training section of the Freedom Scientific website: 

http://www.freedomscientific.com/training/JAWS-training-hq.asp  

 

New Training Webinars Posted for the First Part of 2012 

New Webinars and workshops have been posted online by the Freedom Scientific Training 

Department. 

 Free Webinars 

 Internet and Computer Security with JAWS, January 25  

 JAWS and iTunes®, February 8  

 Webinar Training Room Orientation, February 15  

 Using the PLEXTALK to Read NLS, Bookshare, and Learning Ally Books, February 22  

 Surf's Up! Surfing the Internet with JAWS and Magic, Lessons One through Six, March 7, 

14, 21, 28, April 4, & 11  

 Internet Explorer 9 with JAWS, April 25  

 

Please Note: these Webinars are recorded and archived for future reference.  

 

Other useful websites: 

http://www.blindteachers.net/technology.html  

 

JAWS Users Mailing List Tips and Tricks Page http://www.jaws-users.com/text/  

In JAWS Headquarters there is a list of useful websites which use JAWS. These aren‟t officially 

indorsed by Freedom Scientific.   

 

JAWS Guides, VIP Software Guides: http://vip.chowo.co.uk/jaws-guides/  

Vision Australia Adaptive Technology Course Outlines: 

http://www.visionaustralia.org/info.aspx?page=2494  

French Dictionaries 
We have had a few requests for French Dictionaries this year so here are some ideas: 

 

 If you have a student with an iPhone or iPad you could consider using a French Dictionary app. 

There are free versions which you can download to see if they work with Zoom or VoiceOver. 

 The other source to try is the Foreign Language Bookstore. They have a talking French 

Dictionary, The Oxford Hachette French Dictionary for $160.00. The Foreign Language 

Bookshop is at 259 Collins St, Melbourne tel (03) 9654 2883 

 There is also an electronic version for Mac or PC of the Robert Collins French / English  

dictionary  

 

http://www.svrc.vic.edu.au/RS.shtml
http://www.freedomscientific.com/training.asp
http://www.freedomscientific.com/training/JAWS-training-hq.asp
http://www.blindteachers.net/technology.html
http://www.jaws-users.com/text/
http://vip.chowo.co.uk/jaws-guides/
http://www.visionaustralia.org/info.aspx?page=2494
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Audio Description: See No Evil? Definitely Not Without Audio 
Description 
Excerpt from Robyn Gaile, Ramp Up, 27 February 2012  

For full article visit: http://www.abc.net.au/rampup/articles/2012/02/27/3440548.htm 

 

For many years, people who are blind or vision impaired have not had access to cinema or 

television. Audio description can change that. 

 

Senator Stephen Conroy last week announced that ABC1 will trial audio description in 2012, giving 

people who are blind or vision impaired access to something most of us take for granted. Movie 

reviews swim through your head as you settle into the upholstered seat with your popcorn. The 

opening scene starts to screen, setting the background to the movie. 

 

There is no dialogue. 

 

While everyone is watching intently, you sit silently, waiting for a cue to give you a hint of what is 

being shared on the screen before you. It doesn't come. 

 

This is my experience as a regular blind movie-goer…. 

 

Access to the cinema has (very slowly) improved for people who are blind or vision impaired with 

the introduction of audio description (AD) in cinemas. AD is a way to describe the visual elements 

seen on screen in a clear and private manner. It gives a person who is blind or vision impaired a true 

sense of what is happening on screen with a description of scenery, costumes, facial expression and 

body language which is spoken between natural pauses in dialogue. 

 

Receiver mix is used which means that a person who is blind can hear the audio described track 

through headphones while others in the room only hear the standard audio track. Audio description 

is the difference between knowing what is going on and sitting in a dark cinema or your living room 

feeling included and excluded at exactly the same moment. 

 

On Wednesday last week Senator Conroy announced a 13 week trial of audio description on ABC1 

… (and) will markedly change the everyday experience of a person who is blind or vision impaired. 

We take for granted the impact that TV can have on the formative development of our children, 

such as the literacy and numeracy taught from programs like Play School. People who have missed 

out for so long can finally enjoy a medium that is so ingrained in our culture. 

 

A pilot of AD sets the benchmark for other networks and helps to make the availability of AD more 

commonplace. Many people I know have come to expect the availability of captions for people who 

are hearing impaired on TV - and these are people who don‟t have a hearing impairment. Access 

that is initially designed for people with disability can have broader benefits, including to people 

who would not traditionally “need” it. 

 

But a pilot of AD on TV has broader implications too. The increased proliferation of AD lends itself 

to use in other areas of life such as educational videos shown to school children and increased 

accessibility of information made to the public. It starts to eliminate one of the barriers - 

information access - that plagues people with blindness. 

 

A friend of mine perhaps said it best: “People think that this is simply about television but it's more 

than that. It's about our right to enjoy all parts of life just like everyone else. Let's just hope that the 

pilot becomes more than just that. Enough said. 

http://www.abc.net.au/rampup/articles/2012/02/27/3440548.htm
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News from Humanware: BrailleNote Tradeup Discount and 
KeySoft Information 

BrailleNote Tradeup  

If you‟d like to trade your BrailleNote Classic or MPower up to a brand new BrailleNote Apex, 

there is currently a 12% discount being offered. For further information, contact head office on  

(02) 9686 2600 or au.sales@humanware.com.  

Keysoft  

KeySoft version 8.1 for the BrailleNote and VoiceNote mPower is now available. Version 8.1 

offers the capability to work with PDF files. Learn more: 

http://support.humanware.com/en-australia/support/braillenote/software/keysoft_81_upgrade  

 

KeySoft version 8.1 requires one count of a Software Maintenance Agreement (SMA). 

SVRC Professional Reading Group 
The SVRC will be conducting its first “Professional Reading Group”. Hopefully, we will hold the 

Professional Reading Group monthly, giving Visiting Teachers an opportunity to get together to 

discuss and share knowledge and opinion. The Professional Reading Group is in line with the PDI 

professional learning requirements – and our quest for knowledge, of course! Further information 

about “Professional Reading for Renewal” can be found on the PDI website: 

http://pdi.vic.edu.au/userfiles/Fact_sheet%20_%20professional_reading(1).pdf  

 

When:  Wednesday 7 March  

Time: 3.30-4.30pm 

Where: Here at the SVRC 

 

Please read the following article, suggested by Grampians Visiting Teacher, Wendy Morley:  

http://www.quantumrlv.com.au/images/Apps%20and%20IPads.doc 

 

Wendy has suggested some discussion starting points: 

1. discussion of opinion and information presented in the article as it applies to a VT 

2. how VTs approach applications that have different user interfaces  

3. what is the experience of iPads in schools – primary, secondary, special 

4. iPad successes and areas for caution 

 

Please let us know that you plan to attend – or just turn up on the day! 

SPEVI 2013 – Call for Presentations 
The 2013 SPEVI conference will be held in Auckland New Zealand. The theme for the conference 

is: “Weaving the mat: Strength through connection”. The theme expresses the belief that in order to 

achieve the best outcomes for children and young people who are blind, deaf-blind or have low 

vision we must work together, combining our individual talents, knowledge and skills. Te Whāriki 

(the mat) reflects SPEVI‟s diverse South Pacific community and symbolises the need for 

cooperation and collaboration among all those involved in blindness education. 

 

The Call for Presentations is now open! 

The deadline for Abstract Submission is Tuesday 1 May 2012 

For more information please visit the dedicated webpage on the SPEVI website.  

Direct link: http://www.spevi.net/spevi/call-for-presentations.php 

mailto:au.sales@humanware.com
http://support.humanware.com/en-australia/support/braillenote/software/keysoft_81_upgrade
http://pdi.vic.edu.au/userfiles/Fact_sheet%20_%20professional_reading(1).pdf
http://www.quantumrlv.com.au/images/Apps%20and%20IPads.doc
http://www.spevi.net/spevi/call-for-presentations.php
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SVRC PD 
We have had a great turn-out to our “Educational Support for Blind Students” and the first of our 

“Educational Support for Students with Low Vision” days this term. Below is a picture of a group 

participating in a simulation activity and one of our student speakers – Kira – who spoke from notes 

on her iPod Touch.  

 

  

Support Skills News 
 Danijela‟s mum thanked us for letting her know about the recent audio described performance 

of Cinderella, which the family attended. She wrote, “We had such a lovely night and the audio 

description service was fantastic for Danijela. It is something we would do as often as such 

performances are offered!” 

 

 Group B students were invited to cool down a little during their art session. With a predicted 

temperature of 35 degrees students asked to put together something using ice cubes or actually 

ice TUBES, as each piece of ice comes out of the bag as a small hollow tube or cylinder due to 

the way it is manufactured. Using a plasticised thread and either an embroidery needle or an 

aglet (the term used for the little sheath or tube on the end of a shoelace) added using masking 

tape, students threaded ice tubes together to initially form a pendant-studded necklace of ice. 

After the refreshing challenge of trying this on, the next challenge was how to develop that 

chain into an interesting sculptural shape which proved a very slippery task. 
 

Here are some pics of the session – Cameron, Justin and Tyler. 
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Support Skills Staffing (CRT) 
From time to time, when a staff member is sick or unavailable, the Support Skills program requires 

the services of a casual relief teacher (CRT). If you are interested in working on Support Skills from 

time to time – and you have skills in the areas of access technology, braille, braille music, braille 

maths, JAWS, MAGic, ZoomText, Art, PE and/or other, then please drop Deb an email 

(deblewis@srvc.vic.edu.au) with your contact details and the skills you‟d be happy to share. 

Thanks! 

Braille Evening Classes Have Begun 
The SVRC evening course in contracted braille began at 7pm on February 13th with eight 

enthusiastic students and two “helpers”. The class comprises a part-time SVRC staff member, four 

parents of three of our students, a school integration aide and two teachers. We raced through the 

first 4 lessons in the first 2 hours with lots of other discussion about children starting school, how 

braille is read by fingers, tactile graphics and more. Presenter, Marion Blazé says that she and the 

“helpers” (Annette and Jacky) are learning heaps of valuable stuff along the way, too. It‟s all 

wonderful fun!  Please contact Marion if you know of anyone else who might be interested in 

joining a class. 

Staff News 
 Lea Philp from Northern Metropolitan Region is overseas visiting her new grandchild. She‟ll 

be away from her VT desk for 6 months. 

 Barwon South-Western Region Visiting Teacher Linda Doak who is returning to 0.5 workload 

will be concentrating on her regional responsibilities and won‟t be able to work with students 

with vision impairments this year. As I said to her, “Golly, we‟ll miss you…”. 

 Eastern Metropolitan Region VT Sam Oxley was also a successful recipient of a scholarship 

this year. She only has three subjects left to complete in her Masters qualification through 

Renwick and this financial support will be a huge help for her – Congratulations Sam!!! 

 Toni Chilton, former SVRC Braille Transcriber and current Vision Australia Orientation & 

Mobility Instructor, has recently been in New Zealand for an O&M Conference. Here she is 

with an outdoor sculpture which features large print braille. Later this year, Toni will be visiting 

the UK and we look forward to her sending more pictures of “Braille in the Community”! 

 

 

mailto:deblewis@srvc.vic.edu.au
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Student News 
 Students in Group B (our boy‟s group) had a lively discussion about participation in school 

sporting activities. Justin G had success in the school swimming sports and swum in the Zone 

trials as a result. Ari participated in the 5km cross-country at Zone level and also participates in 

horse riding and surfing. 

 There is a lovely article about Support Skills student, Guy, who has been playing cricket with 

his local team in Tatura. Here is a quote from the article: “Guy‟s participation is largely 

dependent on the co-operation of opposition teams. Players are asked to bowl to him with a 

special fluorescent yellow ball …”  

Guy‟s coach says, “I always ask the other coach prior to the match. I explain to them that he‟s 

visually impaired … We‟re pleased to have him out there and the opposition even encourage 

him as well as his teammates, which is fantastic.”  

Thanks to Hume Region Visiting Teacher Marg Moloney for sending a copy of the article. 

 Support Skills student Kate‟s favourite apps for iPad are Spawn Sparkle, Magic Light, Finger 

Scan, and Art of Glow. These apps are all cause and effect “light shows” i.e. if you touch the 

screen a visual display happens! Thanks Kate for sharing your favourite apps.  

Wanted 
A swish table – please contact Wendy Morley: morley.wendy.c@edumail.vic.gov.au  

Finally 
And finally thanks to everyone for their contributions to this Bulletin, especially Marion Blazé, 

Trevor Boyd, Brian Hewat, Ramona Mandy and Mike Steer. 

 

If you have something you would like included in “The Bulletin” please email Lyn Robinson 

lynrobin@svrc.vic.edu.au. To Read the Bulletin Online: http://www.svrc.vic.edu.au/Abulletin.shtm  

mailto:morley.wendy.c@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:lynrobin@svrc.vic.edu.au
http://www.svrc.vic.edu.au/Abulletin.shtm
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Statewide Vision Resource Centre  

presents  
 

Visiting Teacher Professional 
Development Day  

Term 1  
 

Tuesday 13 March 2012  
9.30am to 3.30pm  

 
9.00 Registration  

9.30 Understanding field of view issues in low vision telescopes 
Alan Johnston, AM 
East Melbourne Optometry and Low Vision Centre 

10.30 Morning tea 

11.00 Retinal dystrophies and learning 
Geoff Bowen, Psychologist, Statewide Vision Resource Centre 

12.00 NAPLAN 
Alex Lachowicz, Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority 

12.30 Lunch 

1.15 Dolphin Guide 
Trevor Boyd, Quantum RLV 

1.45 Eccentric Viewing and Trends in Orthoptics 
Kerrie Fitzmaurice, Associate Professor PhD AOBR FOA 
Associate Dean Academic, Faculty of Health Sciences, Latrobe 
University 

2.30 iPad 
Lyn Robinson, Resource Teacher 

2.45 Project Slate 
Annette Godfrey-Magee, Statewide Visiting Teacher  

 
Cost: $44.00  

Registration is essential and please let us know of any dietary requirements 

Phone 9841 0242, fax 9841 0878 or email svrc@svrc.vic.edu.au  

 

 
  

mailto:svrc@svrc.vic.edu.au
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Parking 

There is no parking available at the Statewide Vision Resource Centre or Heatherwood 
School. Please park in the lower carpark behind the Donvale Sports Centre - the building 
beside (to the north) of the SVRC. You can then walk through the double gates and the 
Statewide Vision Resource Centre is to the left. 

Public Transport: Bus and train 

The nearest and most accessible train station is Nunawading. Trains on the Belgrave and 
Lilydale lines run through this station. A bus also runs from Box Hill Central which also has 
good train access. 
 
The Statewide Vision Resource Center is serviced by 3 bus routes. 

 902 Smart Bus, Chelsea to Airport West 

 271 Box Hill to Ringwood 

 273 Nunawading to The Pines 
 
The 902 and 273 both leave from the Nunawading station. It is only an 8 minute trip to the 
SVRC. 

 
 


