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Professional Development Activities for 2012

Masterclass: Transition from School to Work — Karen Wolffe — see issue 15 for 29-30
flier. Please remember to register. October
Support Skills Try Day for 2013 — download an expression of interest form: Friday 16
http://www.svre.vic.edu.au/Arefssp.pdf November
Dot Power Tuesday 20
Day of literacy-based activities for braille readers from pre-school to grade 3 November
Educational Expo — Access Technology Options
: . . . . Monday 26
This day is suitable for teachers, aides, therapists, parents/carers, visiting teachers, November
STUDENTS and members of the wider community — all welcome!
SVRC Christmas Morning Tea Wednesday
All welcome! — please RSVP 5 December
. . . 13-18
SPEVI Conference — New Zealand (information coming soon)
January

The program for 2012 is available from this link: http://www.svrc.vic.edu.au/PL.shtml

National Partnerships 2012-13

Late last term, 30 Perkins Braillers were purchased
direct from Perkins in the USA. The new Perkins
Braillers are being deployed to 23 students with the
other seven ready for students who are starting
school in 2013.

The Braillers are blue in colour and are on loan
from the SVRC to the students while they are
attending DEECD schools. Right is a photo of a
student using one of the new Perkins Braillers at
the term 3 Dot Power Day.
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Requesting Vision Information from Ophthalmologists
From Marion Blazé, SVRC

After children have been referred to EVAC, we sometimes receive updated reports from their own
ophthalmologists here at SVRC. We always pass these reports on to VTs and keep a copy in our
files.

However, we are sometimes also asked for updated information. There are several ways VTs can
obtain this. Firstly, through EVAC we can request medical information if we have a recent
authorisation signed by the child’s parent/s. Such an authorisation is on the EVAC referral form, so
if VTs want to get this signed, we can request the information. Please include a note on the referral
that it is for information only and does not require a visit to EVAC!

If a VT knows that a child is about to attend their own ophthalmologist, I would suggest that the VT
could send a form with the family to ask for information. Such a form is attached to this issue of
The Bulletin, but could be adapted in each Region. From experience, I know that just asking for ‘a
report’ is often unsuccessful. Doctors are required to write so many reports, that if we can make
their lives easier by sending a proforma, then we are more likely to get the information we request.

Special Provision and VCE 2013

If you have students doing the Victorian Certificate of Education in 2013 and would like some
advice regarding or a VCE Support Group Meeting regarding Special Provision please contact Lyn
at the Statewide Vision Resource Centre. Email lynrobin@svre.vic.edu.au or phone: 03 9841 0242.

Students with vision impairments are able to request special arrangements for examinations
including:
e Extra time for reading and production of answers
Use of equipment such as BrailleNote or computer
Rest breaks
Use of a reader/scribe
Alternative format paper such as braille or large print

VoiceOver: Accepting or Dismissing Auto-text

Thanks to Garry Stinchcombe for providing this information.

Accept Auto-text

e If you want to accept auto-text, press the spacebar to accept it.

Dismiss Auto-Text

e [f you want to dismiss the correction do the following:

e  When you hear the auto correction and VoiceOver speaks the suggestion, do a single finger
swipe up.

e VoiceOver will repeat the suggested auto-text.

e Now do a double tap to dismiss the suggestion.

e This may seem a little counter intuitive at first but it dismisses the suggestion rather than
accepting it.

Tip: If you haven’t already, turn on “speak auto-text” in Accessibility on your iDevice. This will
then allow a verbal prompt when auto-text is appears.
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National Partnerships Funding for Access Technology, 2012-13
Update by Marion Blaz¢

As you know, last term this partnership allowed us to provide ten BrailleNote computers, ten
BrailleNote dictionary/thesaurus packages and ten copies of JAWS to 17 schools. This was all
provided on a very short timeline, on the basis of some investigation into the needs of our brailling
students, which had been conducted prior to the official announcement of this funding.

We are currently distributing 23 new Perkins BrailleWriters, and will hold onto a few for some new
braille-reading Prep students starting in 2013. We hope as a result of this that some old Perkins
Braillers might return to SVRC if they were on loan or lease from us.

For the second rollout, due by March 2013, we have time to evaluate what all our students need and
how best to utilise this fantastic funding.

The Working Party of VTs from each region has been meeting and discussing what has been
requested so far. We have decided to go ahead and order some “vision specific” technology and
some equipment which has been identified as “high priority”. We are still, however, discussing the
efficacy of providing technology such as iPads and laptops.

There are three things [ would love all VTs to be doing:

1. Keep sending in information on the excel spreadsheets, listing what students need (the
spreadsheet is by no means complete)

2. Keep discussing in your regions or with SVRC what could/should be considered and why

3. Please be patient with the process. We want to make the best possible use of this funding for our
students and don’t want to find that we have expended too much funding on some students’
needs, only to discover that we can’t fund others’.

Editor’s note: Have you ever wondered what “The Great Wall of Perkins” might look like?
Below: Thirty new Perkins Braillers in their boxes!
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Blind Sports News

Provided by Rod Pritchard, President, Victorian Blind Cricket Association and Board Member,
Victorian Goalball Association

We have some exciting times ahead in the remainder of this year for Blind Sports. An update of the
current situation is as follows:

Interschools Blind Cricket Competition

There have been ongoing discussions between the Victorian Blind Cricket Association and the
Office of the Minister for Education regarding the establishment of an interschools blind cricket
competition. Subsequent to these discussions, representatives from the Victorian Blind Cricket
Association, School Sports Victoria and Cricket Victoria met to find a way to progess this concept.
As an initial starting point, it has been agreed to incorporate blind cricket into an upcoming Cricket
Victoria T-20 Blast Schools competition.

Schools T-20 Blast Competition

Cricket Victoria are running their Western Region Schools T-20 Blast competition on November
20™ at Donvale Reserve primarily for students in years 5-6. As there is not enough critical mass in
terms of blind students, the VBCA would see this opportunity as being open for any student who
wanted to participate in the day. Rather than making teams from respective schools the idea is to
simply mix the participants into as many teams as possible with a view to making each team even in
terms of ability while attempting to group the team composition by some form of regional criteria.

Come and Try Days

Recently the sports of Blind Cricket, Goalball and Swish formed a working alliance with the aim to
bring the three games into local communities. A program is under development whereby on set days
each month the three sporting codes would jointly go to a regular venue and offer participants the
opportunity to play all three sports in a single event. Attendees would be rotated through the three
sports during the course of each event day.

Further details of dates, times and locations will be available. For further information on any of the
above, please contact Rod on 0401 718 926.

Using Facebook with an iPhone: Hadley School Podcast
From Garry Stinchcombe

This was circulated via the ozios email list. It is a link to a very good podcast from the Hadley
School for the Blind in the USA on using Facebook with an iPhone. If staff or families want to
know how VoiceOver works with social media, visit:
http://hwedn.net/k4dw2w6y8/cds/seminars/ FACEBOOK iPHONE.mp3

Children’s Services Parent — Parent Coffee Morning

Are you interested in talking with other parents who are raising a child who has a vision
impairment? There will be an opportunity each month for a Vision Australia specialist to share their
specific service and answer your questions.

When: Friday from 9.30 to 11.30am — 2 November and 7 December 2012
Where: Vision Australia, 454 Glenferrie Rd Kooyong

Cost: Gold coin donation appreciated

More information and RSVP: Deb Deshayes, phone (03) 9864 9274
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Australian Health, PE and Recreation Conference
When: Thursday 29 and 30 November
Where: Monash University, Clayton

The 2012 ACHPER Victorian Branch Conference ‘Shaping Futures’ promises to deliver the
ultimate professional learning experience for early years, primary, secondary and VCE teachers in
Health, Physical Education, Sport and Recreation. The blend of practical sessions, lectures and
workshops makes this event the highlight of the professional learning calendar.

Visiting Teacher Emily White will be presenting her session, “Including Students with Vision
Impairment in Health and PE” on both days of this conference:

Imagine being asked to catch a ball when you can only hear it coming, or learn human
anatomy when you can’t see the diagrams. Come experience Health and PE from a student
with vision impairment’s perspective, and learn strategies to include these students in your
curriculum. An informative, eye-opening (pardon the pun) session not to be missed. A mix
of theory and practical activities designed to challenge and stimulate your approaches to
inclusive teaching practice, guaranteed to be useful for a wide range of students needs
beyond vision impairment.

For more information about the conference visit: http://www.achper.vic.edu.au/

Near Vision Test for Children

Marion Blaz¢ has managed to track down Gayle Lamb and purchase multiple copies of the Near
Vision Test for Children for the Statewide Vision Resource Centre.

For those of you unfamiliar with the Near Vision Test for Children here is some information from
the Gayle’s website.

Near Vision Test for Children

Used to test near vision in children and young adults

Tests visual ability not reading ability

Matching tasks make it useful for assessing non readers
Designed by Gayle Lamb, experienced and qualified teacher of
students with vision impairments

Each test includes:

e  Words In Context
Each passage is 25 words in length so the examiner can compare the child’s speed and fluency with
various print sizes. Each passage contains commonly used grammatical structures and experiences and
concepts familiar to children.

e  Word Matching booklet & card
Useful for non-readers. Words have been chosen for their high frequency of use but restricted to 3 and 4
letter words with no ascenders or descenders.

e Letter Matching booklet & card
Useful for non-readers. Letters have been chosen for equal legibility and are presented in upper case.

e Print size transparency
Overlay this transparency onto a page of text to determine the print size used.

If you are interested in purchasing a copy you can order online:
http://www.nearvisiontestforchildren.com.au
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Student Writing

Leigh Morrison, Visiting Teacher in Northern Metropolitan Region writes:

The twins, Anna and Shana have participated in a very exciting literacy project this term. The class
have looked very closely at the Mr Men books, highlighting their written structure, page set out,
illustrations etc. The children then planned carefully to create their own story based on the features
of the Mr Men books. Anna and Shana along with their peers found this task very exciting and
especially rewarding as it was their own story, own ideas! All books were published and presented
identically to the originals. Below is Anna’s story. Shana’s story can be found in issue 15.

Little Miss Party

By Little Miss Anna

This is the story of little Miss Party. Little Miss Party
loved going to parties. Little Miss Party lived in a big
party house that had lots of decorations. At the front of
her house she had lots of balloons and flashing lights
on the fence.

When Little Miss Party was at home she always wore
her favorite party dress.

The next day Little Miss Party decided to throw a party
at her house.

So Little Miss Party started to write some invitations.
Little Miss Party went to the post office to post the
invitations but when she got there she found out that
the postman was on strike.

How was Little Miss Party going to deliver her
invitations?” Maybe I could get some friends to help
me?” said Little Miss Party. She was going to ask Mr Bump but she thought he might keep
bumping into things.

Then she was going to ask Little Miss Chatterbox but she thought that she would talk too much. “I
know,” she said. “I’ll ask my best friend Little Miss Christmas.”

Little Miss Party and Little Miss Christmas set off to
deliver the party invitations. First they went to Mr
Happy’s house. “I’ll bring some happiness.”

They went to Little Miss Flower’s house. “I can’t wait to
go to your party,” said Little Miss Flower. I’ll bring
some flowers along. Their last stop was Mr Tickle’s
house. “I’d be tickled to go,” he said.

Then Little Miss Party went to see Mr Bun the baker to
buy a chocolate party cake and some sausage rolls.
When Little Miss Party had finished buying everything
for the party she went home.

Little Miss Party put on her party dress and party shoes.
She turned on the party lights and hung up the balloons
and streamers. She put a big ribbon on the door. She
put the party music on very, very loud.

All her friends ate the cake and sausage rolls. When her
friends left they said it was Little Miss Party’s best party
ever!
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Marten Bequest Travelling Scholarships

The Marten Bequest Travelling Scholarships provide support for young Australians in a variety of
categories to help them further their cultural education and achieve their dreams. They are
candidates who show great promise in the arts and literature in the following categories: acting,
painting, sculpture and singing.

The Trust Company as Trustee is pleased to offer two scholarships in each category worth $20,000
each, paid over two years. The scholarship funds can be used to assist with study programs,
professional training courses and/or mentor programs.

To be eligible for this award, you must be Australian born and 21 to 35 years of age at the closing
date of entries — 26 November 2012.

For more information, visit: http://www.martenbequest.com.au/

Can Your iPhone Help You Get Fit?

Source: Blind Sports Victoria Newsletter September 2012

Many of us are looking for new motivation tools to help us reach our fitness and health goals. Many
of us are also looking at tools that will help burn calories but not a hole in our pocket. If you are one
of the many people that have a smart phone, that inexpensive, helpful tool could be in your app
store.

One that we are enjoying is the Sk runner. We purchased this app for less than $3 from the Apple
app store. Basically it helps you reach your goal to run Skm in just 8 weeks by instructing you when
to walk and run so you slowly build up to the Skm distance. With the iPhone in your pocket and the
headphones in your ears you set off on your run following the instructions given. It can be easily
used on the treadmill too.

Another one that I like using is the Ab workout. I also purchased this from the Apple store. There is
also the cardio workout, leg workout, butt workout and arm workout. Each app has a series of
exercises targeting the given area ie the ab workout targets your abs. You can set how long you
would like to do each exercise eg 30 seconds, 1 minute, 2 minutes etc. I can assure you, you will
feel the muscles working.

All these workouts come with audio instructions as well as graphics, to help you reach your goals.
There are many more apps available, some more expensive and elaborate than others. Some come
with a free version which has limited functionalities. You can basically find an app to suit you.

Remember that if training using these tools you must follow the instructions precisely and you
should check with your medical practitioner before embarking on an exercise program.

Blind Photographers in India

Here is a link to some photographs with captions taken by some blind people in India. The captions
are accessible with JAWS. I found the explanations of how and why the photos were taken to
provide insight into the person’s existential take on the world - what mattered to them and showed
how much they wanted to share this with others:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-india-19754586.
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ABC Audio Description Trial
The ABC will be conducting a trial of audio description from 5 August for 13

weeks for an average of two hours per night. Programs with audio description AD)))
will be shown between 5 pm and 12 midnight. Programs with audio description

will carry the audio description logo in the bottom right hand screen at the start
of the program.

For program schedules and how to access audio description on your television go to the ABC
website at http://www.abc.net.au/tv/connect/audio_description.htm

If you have feedback for the ABC on the audio description trial call 1800 616 882.

Accessible Filmmaking Program

Wild@heART Community Arts presents Moving Stories, a ten-week fully accessible filmmaking
program for people with diverse abilities. This is a chance for you to tell your story with film and
have your voice heard. At the end of the program you will have your very own short film and we
will hold a film launch in a Melbourne public venue for family, friends and the whole community.
During the ten week workshop you will learn from a professional filmmaker: storytelling and
storyboarding, camera operation, editing, lighting, audio recording etc

When: Saturdays beginning 13 October 1-4pm

Where: Arts House, North Melbourne Town Hall, 521 Queensberry St, North Melbourne, corner
Errol St. Tram on route 57, stop 12.

Cost: §5 per week.

Bookings essential. Limited places available. Beginners welcome.
Contact Eliza Hull at eliza@wildatheart.org.au 9326 9970 or 0400 189 847.

Space Camp 2012 News: Safe Return of the Travellers!

For those of us lucky enough to have joined the Space Camp 2012 Facebook page, the adventures
were reported thick and fast! Fabulous photos and wonderful experiences abounded for the group.
We hope to have more to report in the next issue of The Bulletin, but here is the last entry by Rory
on the Facebook page: N —

The Eagle has landed. A
successful mission accomplished.
We touched down at Tullamarine
around 10.30hrs after our transit
from New York to Melbourne.
There was happiness at being
back in Oz tinged with sadness
that our 18 day adventure had
come to an end. There will be =
many stories to tell over the next few weeks. This is our final “Roger over and out” from a
very tired Space Team. Thanks to all of you who have followed our adventures over the last
18 days. I do hope this inspires some of you to go to Space Camp in the future. Some of the
2012 Space Camp Team are already talking about trying to get back next year.

Photo: Chaperones Rory and Sue with students Zac, Brendan, Maddie and Jackie at one of the
many airports they visited!
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Student News

e News from Paul Sadler Swimland:
In 2006, our friend Kiel began his swimming
lessons with his brother and sister at Paul
Sadler Swimland Bendigo. Although Kiel is
legally blind, with the support of his squad
mates and his own personal determination, Kiel
has achieved a caramel certificate and a 1km
Swordy medal. When swimming laps, Kiel
focuses on counting his strokes and his friends
help him by counting down to the start time so
he can complete the swim. We’re so proud of
Kiel’s achievement and the kind support shown
to him by his squad mates and swim teachers.
The photo below shows Keil with certificates
for two “personal bests”! Go Kiel!!!

Staff News
e Heidi Littleford from Western Metropolitan Region will return to VT work in term 4 which is
great!

e Gabby Graf will be taking the first couple of weeks off on LSL and we look forward to her
return in week 3 of term 4.

Wanted for School for the Blind in Cambodla

As part of the District 9800 Project “World of
Difference”, Bronwyn Stephens from the Rotary
Club of Melbourne South is looking for braille
and braille-related items for Cambodia. Bronwyn
says that English braille is used in Cambodia and
that in particular, they are looking for donations of
braille primary books, a braille printer, braille
software, daisy players.

Please phone Bronwyn on 0410 324537.

Finally

And finally thanks to everyone for their contributions to this Bulletin, especially Myriam Ash, Max
Bini, Marion Blaz¢ and Garry Stinchcombe.

If you have something you would like included in “The Bulletin” please email Lyn Robinson
lynrobin@svre.vic.edu.au

To read The Bulletin online: http://www.svrc.vic.edu.au/Abulletin.shtml
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(Put on your own letterhead)

Information for teacher of vision impaired working with child

The following information is requested to assist the teacher of the vision impaired
who works with this child at school.

Date: Dr.:

Child& name: (can be completed by VT)

DOB: (can be completed by VT)

Diagnosis:

Acuities (R/L, BEO with correction):

Near Vision:

Correction:

Colour Vision:

Fields:

Any other vision or medical i nformation:
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