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The Bulletin 
Statewide Vision Resource Centre 

Number 6 Monday 6th May 2013 

This issue was edited by Deb Lewis and Lyn Robinson, Statewide Vision Resource Centre. 

Professional Development Activities for Term 2, 2013 

Skill Power Workshops 
9.30-11.30 Changed: iPad Access, Lyn Robinson 

11.30-1.00 Computer without the Mouse, Lea Nagel OR 

                    Added: Pearl camera with OpenBook, Trevor Boyd, Quantum RLV 

1.30-3.30 ZoomText, Trevor Boyd, Quantum RLV 

Wednesday 8 May 

**NEW  MasterClass: Everything iPad – Information attached 

Phillipa Enright, Education Queensland 
Thursday 16 May 

Skill Power Workshops 
9.30-11.00 BrailleNote, Lea Nagel  

11.30-1.00 NVDA, Emily White  

1.30-3.30 JAWS, Garry Stinchcombe 

Wednesday 22 

May 

Skill Power Workshops  
9.30-11.00 GT Calc, Charlie Roberts  

11.30-1.00 Braille Maths: Secondary, Lea Nagel  

1.30-3.30 Braille Maths (Drawing Kits, Tactual Graphics etc): Primary, Lea Nagel 

Wednesday 5 June 

Dot Power Tuesday 18 June 

26th National Braille Music Camp – see issue 2 of The Bulletin 22-29 June 

The program for 2013 is available from this link: http://www.svrc.vic.edu.au/PL.shtml 

MSSD National Partnership News 
We are getting some great feedback from Visiting Teachers about the 

equipment that has been going out to schools through the MSSD 

National Partnerships program.  

 

One VT on his arrival to school was gleefully told by a student with 

low vision “I’ve taught myself to read!” When he asked the student 

how he had managed to do this the student replied “I listen to the 

story on my iPad first with the voice on and then I read it by myself 

without the voice!” Out of the mouths of babes!  

Inside This Issue  
1 Professional Development 2013, MSSD National Partnership News 

2 Art4Kids with VI? 

3 Sticky Tape Sculpture: Report by Deb Lewis 

4 Junior Sport for Students and Families: Report by Jeni Blake  

5-6 New VI Sport Website, Blind Sports Victoria 

7 Magnification App: Vision Assist, Mathematics Made Easy for Students with Vision Impairments, 

Creative Play: Free Play Magnatab 

8-9 Can You See This? – From Paths to Literacy 

10 More National Partnership News, Help Get Audio Description Back on the ABC 

http://www.svrc.vic.edu.au/PL.shtml
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Art4Kids with VI? 
Report by Deb Lewis 

 

The sun shone warmly on 23 April 2013 for the “Art4Kids 

with VI?” Professional Development Day conducted by 

Michael Donnelly at the McClelland Gallery and Sculpture 

Park in Langwarrin (near Frankston). 

 

The setting was beautiful – lightly wooded bushland and 

landscaped gardens with a wide array of sculptures to enjoy 

– and only minutes from the Eastlink M3. 

 

The morning session was held in “Harry’s Studio”, a cosy building 

that Michael had adorned with examples of student work, reference 

materials and aids/equipment to assist students to access and enjoy 

the school Art program. 

 

The fifteen participants from Bendigo, Geelong, Campbellfield, 

Altona, Brunswick, the Mornington Peninsula and the National 

Gallery of Victoria, were treated to a full day of theory and practical 

experiences. 

 

In order to acquire a greater understanding of their student’s needs, 

participants worked under blindfold to create images of unseen 

objects using Wikki Stix, wire frame, drawing kit and scented 

textas. One participant commented, “hands-on activities great – 

gave great perspective to difficulties and challenges faced by 

students with vision impairments.” 

 

The afternoon session focussed on the McClelland 

Sculpture Survey, an exhibition of contemporary 

outdoor sculpture which is open to the public until 14 

July. Participants had the opportunity to explore several 

of the sculptures under blindfold and also to describe 

the sculptures to their blindfolded partner. One 

participant made the comment that the experience of 

describing a sculpture encouraged her to think about and 

refine her use of language.  

 

Participants felt that the day was “brilliant”, “excellent” and “very worthwhile”. Some commented 

that the mix of theory and practical activities was great and that they had plenty of ideas to take 

back to their schools. 

 

Thanks to Michael Donnelly for a terrific day – and I look forward to the next one – in 2014! 

Thanks also to McClelland Art Gallery and Sculpture Park for having us and to Imogen Good, 

Education Officer for all her assistance and hospitality: http://www.mcclellandgallery.com/ 

 

Photos (from the top) show indoor displays, a drawing made whilst under blindfold, hands 

exploring a sculpture, one of the outdoor sculptures and a play dough representation made by one of 

the participants.  

http://www.mcclellandgallery.com/
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Sticky Tape Sculpture 
One of the fun things that Michael Donnelly has been working on in his Support Skills Art sessions 

this year is Cellotape Sculpture! 

 

In a Special to The Japan Times on 23 January 2009, artist Ryo 

Sehata’s unusual artform – Cellotape Art – is described. Ryo 

Sehata is seen right with one of his constructions.  

 

Sehata’s work with sticky tape is apparently more to do with the 

“overlooked artistic possibilities of adhesive tape than any attempt 

to appeal to fans of the quirky”. 

  

He says, “When I was 6 years old, I felt this material was really 

good. It’s like clay, but works made from clay are fragile and break 

soon. Cellotape doesn’t break easily, so I thought it would be an 

ideal material for art works. That was the start.” 

 

Reporter Marious Gombrich observes, “Sehata starts by unraveling 

a length of cellotape a few feet long then rolling it up into a small 

tight ball to form the core of a piece. While figurative works have 

several cores, rather like the bones of the body, abstract works 

usually have one. The artist then continues to wind tape round 

them, all the time applying strong finger pressure, so that the 

sculptures develop a hardness similar to fiberglass.” 

 

“An important point of the method is that the core should be hard 

and the tape should always be fastened tightly,” Sehata 

emphasized. “Always fasten it and get rid of the air bubbles 

because that might create a problem later.” 

 

Taking his inspiration from Sehata, Michael’s sessions produced 

some interesting artworks as seen above. 

 

And more recently, Michael has followed this up by using 

cellotape to create a sculpture based on a relatively everyday 

object, such as a spanner or a cup. Described in John Plowman’s 

“Start Sculpting: A Step-by-Step Beginner’s Guide to Working 

in Three Dimensions”, the aim of the work is to draw attention to 

the specialness of that everyday object by recreating or casting it 

in a different material – cellotape!  

 

The object is chosen and carefully wrapped in cling-wrap before 

starting to apply layers of cellotape as tightly as possible to hug 

the object’s form. Slowly lengths of tape are added to thicken up 

the cast. Finally, the teacher assisted in cutting carefully along 

one of the axis lines through the cast with a Stanley knife and the 

two halves of the sticky tape cast were separated to extract the 

original object. A bit more sticky-tape was then used to re-join 

the two halves to create a rather enigmatic and translucent sculpture. 

 

Deb Lewis 
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Junior Sport for Students and Families: 20 April to 20 May 2013 
Report by Jeni Blake, Visiting Teacher, South Eastern Victoria Region 

Week 1 

What a spectacular start to the program. Our 

warm ups were led by Year 12 student and 

Victorian team member, Caroline and coach, 

Michelle. Then we were treated to a game by five 

Victorian Goalball players with first timer Emily 

as part of the team. Emily proved to be a hidden 

talent! The session progressed with all the 

students playing games developing their skills. 

 

We then proceeded with an action packed Soccer 

session by Darren from Guide Dogs Victoria and Andrew from Access for all Abilities. Students 

ran and ran, doing ball skills and playing games that proved to be heaps of fun. Hughie proved to be 

an impenetrable goal keeper and Noah proved to be a talented dribbler. 

 

After a delicious BBQ lunch prepared by Michelle and Rod, Australian Blind Cricket players, Dan 

(Year 12) and Damien, led the kids through batting and bowling skills. Dan was just like the Pied 

Piper with the kids following his every step. One brave parent, Louie, volunteered to be behind the 

bat, as Dan thrilled the watching crowd with two 95kmh bowls and set the kids the challenge of 

improving their bowling over the next five weeks. Then up the hill and 3 teams of 6 Swish players 

were run in different rooms providing lots of thrills and red faces. Kim, Sam and a number of Swish 

players had the students loving the game and learning the skills. 

 

A great day was the feedback with on average 40 people at each activity including parents. There 

were 15-17 students with low vision on average and another 10 siblings at each activity. Henry was 

there for the afternoon after achieving his first yachting solo in the morning, as the program lends 

itself to flexibility. The majority of the students managed all 4 activities and earned themselves 40 

points towards a participation prize at 100 points. Many thanks to coaches, volunteers and parents. 

Week 2 

Another week of glorious sunshine. In Goalball, the students progressed to playing under blindfolds 

and parents had the opportunity to play under blindfolds so they too could experience the game. 

This is proving to be a very popular sport with the students.  

 

Following that another action packed Soccer session with coach Darren Moyle from Guide Dogs 

Victoria and assistants.  

 

The parents kindly volunteered to take over the catering so prepared a welcome BBQ lunch. At $5 a 

day or $10 a family for activities and the same amount for lunch this is proving to be an affordable 

day for all.  

 

Blind Cricket, after some skill training by coach Dan and assistants, played their first game which 

was fun and students are displaying excellent bowling, batting and team work. The afternoon 

finished with Swish and this week we had some singles games to learn how to play singles.  

It is terrific to see how actively engaged the students are and this week two new families joined 

Junior Sport. Some students will be receiving their sports equipment prize for achieving 100 points 

for active participation by next week.  
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Here’s some feedback from a parent: We had a great time! Definitely going again next week. We 

were impressed by how well run it was and we enjoyed getting to meet and speak with other people 

in similar situations to us. Thanks for putting us on to it.  

 

Next week Goalball starts 8.45 at Scotch College cnr Glenferrie Rd and Callantina St (Boarders 

entrance) or Soccer at 10.45 Vision Australia Kooyong Ovals Cricket 1.00 and Swish 2.30 in 

Vision Australia main building. All welcome – students, siblings and friends. Junior Sport is aimed 

at students, siblings and friends school age 5 to 18. For more information contact Michelle 

(program co-ordinator) on 0408 950203.  

New VI Sports Website 
Victoria now has a new website dedicated to sports for people with vision impairments – “Vision 

Impaired Sports, Recreation and Mobility”. Featuring sections on Goalball, Cricket, Swish and 

Soccer, the aims of this not for profit organisation are described as: 

 to encourage Vision Impaired Children to participate in sport 

 to provide a coordinated approach for participating sports to maximize sporting opportunities 

for Vision Impaired athletes 

 to support commercial enterprises to encourage and promote Vision Impaired sports in 

mainstream schools 

 to expand sporting opportunities for Vision Impaired into metropolitan and regional areas 

 to attract support and sponsorship to continue to deliver sporting programs. 

 

For further information see: http://www.visports.org.au  

Blind Sports Victoria 
Please find listed below a number of activities Blind Sports Victoria are currently involved with. If 

you would like further information on any of these programs, please don’t hesitate to contact us on 

9822 8876 or email blindsports@netspace.net.au 

 

1. A Sports Activity Program is being held for school aged vision impaired students. The program 

commenced on Saturday 20
th

 April, 2013 and will run for six weeks on Saturdays. You are 

welcome to attend for one week or more, as no commitment is required to attend all six 

sessions. The program incorporates various sports including soccer, goalball, cricket and swish. 

For further information, please contact Michelle Baird on 0408 950 203 or email Murray 

Turner, Senior Project Manager at murray@blindsports.org.au  

 

Blind Sports Victoria is seeking expressions of interest for a Soccer Development Program for 

blind and vision impaired people aged 18 years and above. The overall aim of the program is to 

develop players to be able to compete in a competitive blind soccer competition. If this is 

something that may be of interest to you, please forward the following details to Murray Turner, 

Senior Project Manager at email: murray@blindsports.org.au or contact the Blind Sports 

Victoria office on 9822 8876. 

 

Details Required: Name, Age, Gender, Email Address, Telephone Number, Suburb, Level of 

Vision (B1, B2 or B3) if known. 

 

2. The blind and vision impaired tennis program continues to develop and expand. We have just 

completed our first session for the year and look forward to the next session commencing 

Friday, 28
th

 June – Friday, 2
nd

 August. We welcome any new participants and volunteers who 

would like to be part of this exciting program.  

http://www.visports.org.au/
mailto:blindsports@netspace.net.au
mailto:murray@blindsports.org.au
mailto:murray@blindsports.org.au
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For further information, please contact the Blind Sports Victoria office on 9822 8876 or email 

blindsports@netspace.net.au 

 

3. Blind Sports Victoria received a grant under the state government’s Healthy Parks Healthy 

People Active in Parks Program to provide the opportunity for blind and vision impaired 

visitors to regularly participate in recreational activities in parks. This program also included a 

camping experience at Wilson’s Promontory National Park in March. The camp highlighted the 

health benefits and accessibility of Victoria’s parks. Day walks are also organised at various 

parks around Melbourne.  

 

For further information or to register your interest in these walks as a participant or volunteer, 

please email Sandra Knight at sandraknight@netspace.net.au or contact the Blind Sports 

Victoria office on 9822 8876 

 

4. Essendon Keilor Gymnastics continues to run their Blind Sports Gymnastics Program on Friday 

evenings. This great program allows blind and vision impaired children to participate in 

Gymnastics, whilst being supported one on one by a sighted guide. The kids get to use balance 

beams, trampolines, ropes, rings, bars and jump into the foam pit. In term one, members from 

2012 returned and we are very pleased to say they are now working on some of the challenging 

skills from the Level one Gymnastics curriculum, having mastered the basics from the 

Beginners class. They have mastered some basic tumbling skills and are working on handstands 

and cartwheels! Due to the successful award of a grant from the City of Moonee Valley we are 

now in a position to add a second session per week and can accommodate another 6 children.  

 

If you are interested in finding out more please give Christy a call on 9336 4077 or email 

Christy@ekga.com.au. This program is open to all school age children and teenagers. 

 

5. ‘Vision Impaired Swim Victoria’ is a learn to swim program that aims to provide a supportive 

and inclusive setting with coaches who have experience in teaching children who are vision 

impaired water safety and to learn how to swim. The program is held on Sunday mornings in St. 

Kilda Road Melbourne. It is run in two block terms; February to April, and October to 

December. The program is designed for children aged 18 months to 18 years. Your child 

doesn’t need to have had any prior exposure to a pool in order to participate in this swimming 

program.  

 

If you are interested in your child participating in this program, please contact Blind Sports 

Victoria on 9822 8876 or email blindsports@netspace.net.au  

 

6. Blind Sports Victoria will be conducting a swimming program for people who are blind or 

vision impaired (18 plus) over a six week period later this year in October and November. The 

program will develop your confidence in the water and increase your swimming technique in a 

friendly and welcoming environment at Re-creation & Trackside Health Club in Hampton. For 

more information or to register your interest, please contact the Blind Sports Victoria office on 

9822 8876 or email blindsports@netspace.net.au 

 

7. We are developing stronger links with the Greek, Chinese and Indian communities within the 

City of Boroondara by promoting Blind Sports Victoria’s services and programs. The ‘Walking 

Within Worlds’ project aims to match adults with low or no vision with a friendly volunteer to 

share together the benefits of a weekly walk. This program also gives participants the 

opportunity to speak to someone in their own language or an opportunity to develop their 

English skills, in a relaxed and friendly manner. 

mailto:blindsports@netspace.net.au
mailto:sandraknight@netspace.net.au
mailto:Christy@ekga.com.au
mailto:blindsports@netspace.net.au
mailto:blindsports@netspace.net.au
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Magnification App: Vision Assist 
Vision Assist is an app that changes your iPad or iPhone into a handheld electronic magnifier. It has 

different magnification levels and it has high contrast options such as white print on black or black 

print on a yellow background. Your iPad or iPhone can be connected to a monitor or TV wirelessly 

using Apple TV for even larger images if required. Cost: $6.49 

 

To find out more go to: http://visionassist.slinkyware.com/ 

 

Mathematics Made Easy for Students with Visual Impairments 
Source: ICEVI E-News, April 2013 

 

Developed by the International Council for Education of People with Vision Impairment (ICEVI) in 

conjunction with the Overbrook School for the Blind, this resource is now available for free 

download.  

 

Incorporating sections on instructional strategies such as factorisation, volume, angles, decimals, 

abacus etc, this comprehensive publication has ideas that may be useful in working with students 

with vision impairments in the important area of mathematics.  

 

Download from: 

http://www.icevi.org/pdf/Mathematics_%20Made_%20Easy%20for%20Children_%20with%20_Vi

sual%20Impairment.pdf 

Creative Play: Free Play Magnatab 
Source: https://www.kidoproducts.com/shop/free-play-magnatab 

 

Draw shapes on a “bead board” with a magnetic stylus. Use your 

imagination to draw shapes, letters and pictures, popping individual 

beads to the surface. Erase with the tip of a finger. 

 

Approximately $20; also available from Amazon.com 

http://visionassist.slinkyware.com/
http://www.icevi.org/pdf/Mathematics_%20Made_%20Easy%20for%20Children_%20with%20_Visual%20Impairment.pdf
http://www.icevi.org/pdf/Mathematics_%20Made_%20Easy%20for%20Children_%20with%20_Visual%20Impairment.pdf
https://www.kidoproducts.com/shop/free-play-magnatab


8 

 

Statewide Vision Resource Centre PO Box 201 Nunawading 3131 (03) 9841 0242 svrc@svrc.vic.edu.au www.svrc.vic.edu.au 

“Can You See This?” 
From Paths to Literacy http://www.pathstoliteracy.org/can-you-see 

When families and general educators are asked if their students can see something, their responses 

are often, “Sure!” But what does this mean? In order to get a thorough, accurate sense of what 

students with low vision are seeing, I’ve learned that we need to ask very specific questions. Here 

are some examples. 

“Can you see the homework assignment on the board from your seat?” 

1. Can you find the assignment? (distance visual acuity, visual scanning) 

2. Can you identify all the words and numbers, not feeling like you need to guess about any of 

them? (distance visual acuity) 

3. If you need to copy the assignment, does it take more time than you are allowed? (response 

time) 

4. Can you see some places on the board better than other places? (visual field) 

5. Can you see the assignment whether it is sunny or cloudy? (light sensitivity, light-dark 

adaptation) 

“Can you see this graph on the wall from your seat?” 

1. Can you identify all the words, lines and 

numbers, not feeling like you need to guess 

about any of them? (distance visual acuity) 

2. Is a chalkboard, flip chart, overhead 

projector, or whiteboard easiest to see? 

(contrast, lighting, stray marks) 

3. Can you look at a graph for a whole lesson 

without getting a headache or getting really 

tired or anxious? (visual fatigue) 

4. Can you take notes at the same time as you 

look at the graph, looking down at your 

paper, then up at the graph over and over, finding your place each time?” (gaze shift, visual 

fixation, visual fatigue) 

“Can you see this worksheet?” 

1. Can you identify all the words, pictures, and numbers,  

not feeling like you need to guess about any of them? (near 

visual acuity) 

2. Is there room to write answers large enough for you to read 

them back easily? (visual-motor) 

3. Can you do the whole worksheet without getting a 

headache or getting really tired or anxious? (visual fatigue) 

4. Are colour cues helpful? (colour discrimination) 

5. Is it helpful to draw your attention to parts of the 

worksheets with highlighting, underlining, or circling? 

(visual scanning, visual attention) 

 

http://www.pathstoliteracy.org/can-you-see
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 “Can you see this book?” 

1. Can you read all the words and identify all 

the pictures, not feeling like you need to 

guess about any of them? (near visual 

acuity) 

2. Can you see whole words at a time, or do 

they need to be so magnified or close that 

you only see fragments of words in one 

view? (visual field) 

3. Can you read fast enough that you can get 

your reading assignments done as quickly 

as your classmates do? (visual scanning, reading rate) 

4. Can you skim the book to find specific passages? (visual scanning) 

5. Can you read the whole book for at least an hour without getting a headache or getting really 

tired or anxious? (visual fatigue) 

6. Can you read this book at the end of the day, when you’re tired? (visual fatigue) 

“Can you see your teacher and your friends?” 

1. Can you see their outlines only, or all their features? (near/distance visual acuity) 

2. Can you see details in their faces, like whether they’re smiling or looking surprised? (visual 

acuity, figure ground) 

3. Can you see details like buttons and hair ribbons? (visual acuity, figure ground) 

4. Can you see them, whether they are in front of you, to your left, or to your right? (visual 

field) 

5. Can you pick them out in a crowd? (visual scanning, visual figure ground) Is this easier 

when they are wearing certain colours? (visual contrast) 

6. Can you see them when they stand next to the window when the sun is shining in? (light 

sensitivity) 

 “Can you see the ball in the gym?” 

1. Can you scan the field or gym to find 

the ball in time to catch it? (visual 

scanning) 

2. Is it easier to see some colours than 

others? (colour discrimination) 

3. Can you see the ball both while it is still 

and while it is moving? (visual tracking) 

4. Can you see the ball both while you are 

still and while you are moving? 

(combining looking with moving) 

5. Can you see the ball when it is a sunny 

day? (light sensitivity) 

6. Can you see the ball if you need to face 

toward the sun? (light sensitivity) 

7. Can you see the ball against “busy” backgrounds?” (visual figure-ground) 

8. Can you tell how far away the ball is when you want to catch/hit it? (distance/depth 

perception) 
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More National Partnership News 
The More Support for Students with Disabilities National Partnership is progressing very well. We 

have distributed most of the 90 laptops that were requested, and thanks to the prompt feedback by 

Visiting Teachers, we have confirmed the list of EMU devices required by students. Currently we 

are negotiating with companies regarding quotes prior to purchase. 

 

We’d like to acknowledge the work of Mediapoint printing company who have supplied us with 

labels for our equipment. They also produced our SVRC brochure. Cam reported that they are the 

easiest company he has ever dealt with for anything!  

Mediapoint Pty Ltd 

Source: Wikipedia 

 

Mediapoint is an Australian advertising-printing service, founded in 2006 by brothers Jason and 

Jamie Xuereb. Three years later, Mediapoint has a thriving factory in western Melbourne and 

Xuereb, 21, has been named winner of the Australian round of the 2009 Global Student 

Entrepreneur Awards, a program that has been running for about 20 years. He will now compete in 

the international final of the awards, to be held in the US, in November. Mediapoint has more than 

600 clients, a 500 square meter factory. 

Help Get Audio Description Back on the ABC 
Blindness and consumer groups are calling on the Government and the ABC to begin an audio 

description service trial to give Australians who are blind or vision impaired greater access to 

television. Audio description (AD), a narration that describes visual elements of a program for 

people who are blind or vision impaired was trialled last year on ABC1 in order to assess the 

technical challenges of delivering the service in Australia. 

 

For more information visit: http://www.audiodescription.com.au/  

Finally 
And finally thanks to everyone for their contributions to this Bulletin, especially Lea Nagel and 

Emily White. 

 

If you have something you would like included in “The Bulletin” please email Lyn Robinson 

lynrobin@svrc.vic.edu.au 

 

To read The Bulletin online: http://www.svrc.vic.edu.au/Abulletin.shtml 

http://www.audiodescription.com.au/
mailto:lynrobin@svrc.vic.edu.au
http://www.svrc.vic.edu.au/Abulletin.shtml

